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WHITE COAT CEREMONY
White Coat Ceremony
Class of 2013

GEORGIA

November 15, 2009

625 Old Peachrrr:e Road NW
Suwanee. Georgia
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MATTHEW SCHUR£, Ph.D.
President and Chief Executive Officer
215-871-6800
215-871-6814 FAX
mschure@pcom.edu E-MAIL

PCOM
May 2013

Dear Class of 2013:
The entire PCOM community joins me in extending heartfelt congratulations
to you- GA-PCOM's 5th osteopathic medical graduating class. Your wisdom and
generosity of spirit have touched us deeply. You have helped the Georgia Campus
and its osteopathic medical program mature and thrive. It has been a great
privilege walking life's journey with you.
Your osteopathic medical education will provide you with the greatest gift
human existence has to offer - the knowledge that the lives of others have been
made brighter by virtue of your presence in them. As you touch mind, body, and
spirit to promote healing in others, I hope that your life will be filled with joy and
purpose.
As you add to the proud legacy of the PCOM physician graduates who have
preceded you, please know that you will always be part of tl:le PCOM Family. We
hope you will stay in touch, sharing your many successes with us. With each new
success, you will also create new opportunities for future PCOM graduates.
We wish you all the best, always.
With warmest regards,
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Matthew Schure, Ph.D.
President
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PHILADELPHIA· COLLEGE· OF· OSTEOPATHIC· MEDICINE

H. WILLIAM CRAVER III, DO, FA COS
Dean and ChiefAcademic Officer
Professor if Surgery
678-225-7507 MAIN· 678-225-7529 FAX
williamcr@pcom.edu E-MAIL

Dear class of2013:
It is with excitement that I have the opportunity to write to you on your graduation from the Georgia

Campus Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine. It has been a privilege to share, in some small part,
in your academic career to becoming an Osteopathic Physician. As Dean, I have the honor of signing your
diploma, and placing of your hood acknowledging the completion of all your hard work.

We can all well remember your first day in Suwanee with your excitement and feeling of accomplishment
that you had obtained your goal of a becoming a physician. Accompany this was the trepidation of hard
work and the many challenges ahead. You made your way through SPOM and cadaver dissection and
multiple other intense hard courses. Many hours were spent studying in the library, hallways, sleeping on
the OMM exam tables and drinking much caffeine.

All of this hard work paid off with your excellent

performances on COMLEX and as clinical clerks in your third and fourth year.

We the faculty are proud to see the residencies that you have earned by your years of hard work and look
forward to hearing the accolades, we know are forthcoming, concerning your performance as residents and
eventual community leaders. We are honored to call you alumni ofGA-PCOM.

My Warmest Regards Always,

~~
H. William Craver III DO, FACOS

625 OLD PEACHTREE ROAD NW • SUWANEE • GEORGIA

30024 • www.pcom.edu
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GEORGIA

PCOM
Dear Class of 2013,

Congratulations! After four long years, we have surmounted an incredible
accomplishment together. Transforming from medical student to physician has been a
deeply challenging process I'm certain we'll never forget. As a class of diverse
individuals, we united over one common pursuit -the pursuit of becoming Doctors.
And now, we are ... Doctors.
Can you believe it? After these last four years ... yes, I can. I can believe it because I
know all of the hard work and dedication we have invested in this process. The two
years we spent on campus and the two years we shared out in the real world of
medicine will always hold a position as some of the very best years of my life. Thank
you, each, for making these years what they have been for me. I sincerely hope that I
enriched your medical school years just as well.
Together, we arrived on our first day, we learned attentively, and we studied. We gave
our very best work, and sacrificed other life passions, and we studied. We enjoyed each
other in arenas outside of school, and when rested, we returned ... and we studied.
Together, we have left the GA-PCOM campus, but we are entering the profession for
which it prepared us well.
Collectively, we are now Doctors. Let's never forget what it was like to be a medical
student. Let that make us better physicians. May we always practice medicine with
integrity, honesty, passion, and well-trained minds.
Thank you for supporting and persevering with each other. Thank you for believing in
each other, even when we doubted our own abilities.
Toasting to the future by savoring our past:
Colleagues, let's be the best batch of doctors that GA-PCOM has yet seen!
Always,
Serennah E. Harding, DO
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Dr. Pifer
Day

Andy Barranco , 0.

I would love to thank everyone who has
· helped me in my path to become a physician,
from professors to classmates and attendings.
I would especially like to thank my parents
for their continued love and support, and my
beautiful wife Jenny for always being there
for me.

Hometown: Montgomery, Alabama
Undergraduate Education: Auburn University- BS in Exercise Science

1

M. True Beck, D.O.

When I look back on the last four years,
I plan to forget all my hives and tears
But I will remember friends, family, and pets,
When it comes to support, mine are as good as it gets.
I never dreamed med school would be so much fun,
With weddings, concerts, beach trips, and marathon runs,
From Panama and London, to Vegas and Miami,
San Fran and Charleston, I'll cherish every memory.
Medical school has certainly changed my life,
For this summer I'll become both a doctor and wife.
I've been blessed to find best friends and my husband-to-be.
Thank you GA-PCOM, for so much more than a degree.

Hometown: Richmond, Virginia
Undergraduate Education: Vanderbilt Univer ·

Connie J. Borgerding, D.O.
an exciting journey this has been! I am so grateful for the love and
of my wonderful family and friends. I never could have made it this far
you! The biggest thank you goes to my husband, Ken. I still cannot
e how much you sacrificed and how much you supported our family
this long journey. Your hugs and pep talks and taking over "mommy
"kept me going more than you will ever know. I love you and I couldn't
done this without you!! Ryan & Hannah, thank you for being such great
and for tolerating all my studying and long work hours. I love you and I'm
proud of you both! Mom & Dad, thanks for all the love and encouragement
for sharing how proud you are all the time. Thank you, Carolyn, for the
· friendship and all the hours driving and studying together. I'm so glad
had each other. Britney, thanks for helping me get through the Residency
sand for making our OMM Fellowship more fun. And last but not least,
to my professors and preceptors for their guidance and teachings in
-&>rhl" 1'""' and life!
1

: Marietta, Georgia
te Education: Florida State University- BS in Entrepreneurship and Small Business
-'l1n ' l n~rr1 ~"t

Robert L. Bowers, D.O., PhD.

I would like to thank my parents, Bobby and Cindy, and my
beautiful wife, Hayley. Without you, this journey would not ha
been possible.
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and
fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow
weary, they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:30-3

Hometown: Atlanta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Furman University- B.S. in Health and Exercise Science
Auburn University- M. Ed in Exercise Science
Auburn University- PhD in Kinesiology

Timothy B. Bradford, D.O.
want to thank my beautiful wife, who stuck by me, encouraged me, and made
toughest of times manageable. She is my rock and the reason I came home
a smile every night. She is the love of my life and the only person I could
imagined by my side throughout this journey. Through all the moves, all
late nights and early mornings, you kept me grounded and I love you for
and so much more. I want to thank my parents for supporting my goals and
pushing me to do what was not in my heart, though never accepting
less than my best efforts. Mom and Dad, you both gave me a desire to
for those less fortunate than myself and without your love and unwavering
none of this would have been possible. Lastly, I want to thank my
y. I love you and miss you. I hope more than anything that I have made
proud. You taught me to be strong against all odds. May I take God's
sings, go forth with the gift of knowledge and compassion, and do His will
throughout my life.

: Myrtle Beach, South Carolina
uate Education: Woffard College- B.S. in Biology

Jonathan Jordan Brisson, D.O.

We come unbidden into this life, and if we are lucky, we aspire
something greater than ourselves to find a purpose beyond
starvation, misery, and mere persistence. - Abraham Verghese
I would like to express my gratitude to my family and lovely
Lyndsay for their unwavering support! Thank you!

Hometown: Charlotte, North Carolina
Undergraduate Education: University of North Carolina at Greensboro- B.S. in Biology
University of North Carolina at Greensboro- M.S. in Biology

Fallon Victoria Brown, D.O.

I feel so blessed to be surrounded by such loving friends and family
who have genuinely supported and comforted me over the last four
years! Thank you to each of you!
Go confidently in the direction of your dreams! Live the life you've
imagined.
-Henry David Thoreau

: Fairhope, Alabama
graduate Education: University of Alabama- B.S. in Chemistry; B.S. in Biology

Brian Toy Burgess, D.O., Ph.D.
Blessed by the most wonderful and supportive wife, loyal friend, and great
mother to our children, Melanie Flynn. Privileged to be entrusted by God
to raise and guide three magnificent children, Enoch Toy, Andrew Toy and
Anna Grace Toy. Thankful to be reared by two God-fearing parents, Toy
Gerald and Dianne.
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel
Psalm 32:8
you and watch over you.

Hometown: Anderson, South Carolina
Undergraduate Education: Auburn University- B.S. in Chemical Engineering
University of Florida- M.S. in Biomedical Engineering
University of Florida- Doctorate in Chemical Engineering

John Cagle, D.O.

I would like to thank my wonderful wife, family, and
friends for your support, love, and guidance in
helping me to accomplish my dream!
"The most rewarding things you do in life are often
the ones that look like they cannot be done."
-- Arnold Palmer

:Canton, Georgia
uate Education: Kennesaw State University- B.S. in Chemistry

Megan Elizabeth Campbell, D.O.
Thanks to my family, for their love & support. Thanks to Rurik, who
me along the entire way.

"Always laugh when you can, it is cheap medicine."
- George Gordon Byron

"Never take yourself too seriously, and always be kind, especially when you
don't want to be."
-sage advice from DIT, Dr. Brian Jenkins

Hometown: New Orleans, Louisiana
Undergraduate Education: Oglethorpe University- B.S. in Biopsychology

Bandish Pravin Chudasama, D.O.

: Duluth, Georgia
~.~rn1'''lrhl'lte Education: University of Georgia- Microbiology
.....,.'""'"'.Lphia College of Osteopathic Medicine- M.S. in Biomedical Sciences

Annise Chung, D.O.

I'd like to express my deepest
gratitude to aU my family and
friends who have supported
me on this joume:y. Thank yo
for all your thoughts and
prayers!
Hometown: Atlanta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Cornell University- B.A.
Emory University- M.P.H.

Nicole Conde, D.O.
I feel like I became a better version of myself in medical school.
I don't know if it's the amazing friends I made along the way or
because I was doing something I was really passionate about.
What I do know is these past four years have been the best of
my life so far. A part of me is really scared about moving on but
I am extremely proud of myself and my classmates and so
excited for the next phase of our lives to begin. Thank you to my
wonderful family and friends and everyone else who supported
and encouraged me throughout this crazy but remarkable
journey!!
Ocala, Florida
duate Education: University of Florida- Bachelor of Health Sciences

..V,U\.IL.Vwn:

William E. Courson, D.O.

Thanks to mMfamil~ and friends who
supported me through the tough
times of the past four years. I could
not have done it without them-

Hometown: Valdosta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: University of Georgia- B.S. in Biology

are no shortcuts to life's greatest achievements."-- Author Unknown

Martha L. Cruz, D.O.

first, and most importantly, like to say thank you to my parents. Your
_,.,l'lhf',p(' are the reason I have been able to accomplish everything I have achieved
was able to realize my dream of becoming a doctor. Your unconditional love
constant support are invaluable, and there are no words that could ever express
eternally grateful I am to God for giving me the best parents anyone could ask
-- I love you!
also like to thank my brother and sister. You have always been there when I
you, whether it was to laugh or cry ... or if I needed an idea for a new TV
to add to my repertoire. I love you both!

y, I would like to thank my friends. Without you I would never have survived
journey. You were there during the highs and the lows, put up with me when I
at my worst, and encouraged me when I needed it the most. You all made med
fun and we made many memories that I will never ever forget. I love you all!

: Annandale, Virginia
te Education: University of Washington- B.S. in Biology
U&M"''"" ... II-'hia College of Osteopathic Medicine- M.S. in Biomedical Sciences and Forensic Medicine

Melissa Dakkak, D.O.

I would like to thank my
Husband and my Family bac
home in Canada for all their

support. I could not have
succeeded without them!

Hometown: Montreal, Quebec Canada
Undergraduate Education: McGill University- B.Sc. in Kinesiology

every adversity, there is a seed to equal or greater benefit."
- Think and Grow Rich by Napoleon Hill

Johnny J. Di Blasi, D.O.

life experience, emphasized along the journey toward success in Osteopathic
· keeps me planting the seeds that will harvest into greatness. I learned these
in the business world and will finally apply them to my career in medicine.
benefits of all the hard work will grow into a thriving medical practice
•miW~d to my lifelong investment in learning and technology to better serve my

ever grateful to my supportive family and friends, who all shared my challenges,
added to the complexity, but sharpened my adaptability better than words
describe. I am especially thankful for my son, Joshua, without whom I would not
been successful as a single parent, let alone a Sailor gone Student, who finally
a Doctor. It is also important to thank my parents (John & Nancy),
llal~dpc:trents (Nani & Papa), professors, coaches, and mentors, who had to reposition
rudder at times when the seas became stormy and rough. Thank you all from my
~....... ~~"""

: Sprinville, New York
ate Education: Alfred University- B.A. in Sports Medicine
State College- A.A.S.- Science Laboratory Technology

Joseph Michael Dyer, D.O.

Thank you to the professors and classmates, preceptors and
patients who have challenged me in my quest to become a doctor.
Thank you to my parents for always believing in me. Thank you
to my beautiful wife Alissa for being my best friend. I cannot
to see what comes next. "Tomorrow to fresh woods, and pastures
new."
-John Milton

Hometown: Monroe, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Milligan College- B.S.

From adding pennies and nickels to solving trihybrid genetic crosses, you
so much of your time to teaching me and helping me fulfill my dreams.
always encouraged me to be the best that I could be; yet were proud of me
when my best wasn't very good. Thank you for inspiring me, mentoring me,
supporting me. I love you.

~tcatea

You have stood by my side through this entire journey, picking me up when
down, giving me strength when I had none, and supporting me when I
it most. Thank you for being my rock and for your unconditional love.
- From the day I was born, you looked after me, protected me, and guided
Because you always set the bar so high for yourself, I learned to set the bar
for myself. Without you, I would have never made it this far. Thank you for
such a wonderful big brother. I love you.
· You are the one thing in my life that I have always been sure about. You
my best friend, my other half, my world. Thank you for bringing so much
aaf>ptness into my life.

:Atlanta, Georgia
uate Education: University of Miami Florida- B.S.

Christine A. Figiel, D.O.

Amy Gipson Starr, D.O.
I am so excited that I have finally achieved my dream of becv .......u,~
a physician. I could not have made it here without my family and
friends. First, I would like to thank my parents for their
unconditional love and support, since I was a little girl, to achieve
this dream. Next, I want to thank my husband who has been with
me every step of the way. I could not have made it through the
challenges of medical school without him. Also, thanks to my
friends Crystal and Ryan who are such a great support and made
the journey more enjoyable. Good luck to my fellow graduating
class.

Hometown: Woodstock, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: University of Alabama- B.S. in Microbiology

once the storm is over you won't remember how you made it through, how you
to survive. You won't even be sure, in fact, whether the storm is really over.
one thing is certain. When you come out of the storm, you won't be the same
who walked in. That's what this storm's all about."

Stacy B. Goldbaum, D.O.

Haruki Murakami
to personally thank those who've helped me the most to weather through my
storm over the past four years:
my two best friends, my sisters, who know me as I am, understand where I have
accept what I have become, and still, gently allow me to grow.
my mom, whose unconditional love and support has taught me that the magic
outside of my comfort zone.

to my dad, who reminds me daily to keep trying, hold on, and always, always,
believe in myself, because making a big life change is scary, but what's even

: Boca Raton, Florida
of Florida- B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies

Rochelle Renee Grant, D.O .
.Sc.ene: Its 3 am the night before block exams; two friends sit at the dinner
table quizzing each other about Reproduction.
Friend: What medication do you give to stop premature labor?
Me: (pained look on face) Methotrexate?
(Friend looks back with horrified look on face)
Me: Oh, I said something dumb didn't I?
(Hysterical laughter ensues); the night ends early.
Special thanks to all my friends along the way who have helped make the
school bearable. Also, thanks to: Volt (energy drinks), Wendy's, QT, Kro
and Wikipedia. But most importantly, thank you to my family for always
supporting me, feeding me, and giving me money. Accept my voucher for
Free Healthcare for life.

Hometown: West Palm Beach, Florida
Undergraduate Education: University of Florida- B.S .
......_.__._,..... ~ ..,.,_._,..,J, .....·_ ..... Colle
of Osteopathic Medicine- Ga Campus- M.S.

Serennah E. Harding, D.O.
school has been ... challenging, rewarding, never-ending, flying-by, and a
exciting time of my life. Writing this now, as a 4th year medical student about to
across that stage, I am absolutely thrilled to have chosen this path in life and look
•dstror1g in to the future for what it all may hold. More challenges I am sure.
they always promise me. And, more opportunities to serve people than would
ever be available in any other type of profession.
Thank You to my parents for always being there when I needed a phone break
studying. To my sisters for always believing in me. To my Great Aunt Mimi for
my life choices. To my younger siblings for all the joy that they bring. To my
family, the Stephans, for opening their home and considering me sister, and
And to the many dear friends who have made medical school bearable,
_........F. ........ , and so much more fun than I ever could have imagined! From the first
I delivered a baby, earned an overnight pager, or shed a few tears with a dying
... I started my journey in to medicine. Ready to walk across that stage now, I
forward to reading this page 20 years in the future. In the future when, med school
always be the most fun thing I never want to do again

Education: Huntingdon College- B.A in Cell Biology
~'LU\.I.LJ..I.l.l.la College of Osteopathic Medicine- GA Campus- Certificate of Graduate Study in Biomedical
_.v,,.lj;.,.l,U.U.u•u.L-v

Megan Harris, D.O.
"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future."
Jeremiah 29:11
This verse has been posted above my desk since my freshman year of high
school. He carried me through it all and I truly believe this is His plan for me.
I would like to thank all of those who have impacted my life and have made
me who I am today. Thank you God for blessing me with a family who has
supported my dream since I was a little girl. Thank you for pushing me and
for helping me keep my chin up when I could not see the light at the end of
the tunnel. Thank you to my wonderful husband who has loved me through
the many laughs and tears. To my classmates, my friends, thank you for
making the last four years unforgettable. This has truly been one of the best
and (let's be honest) toughest experiences of a lifetime!

Hometown: Columbus, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: University of Georgia- B.S. Pre-Med

William Houstin Harris, D.O.
cannot dream yourself into a character: you must hammer and
yourself into one.
Henry D. Thoreau
tulations to all of my classmates it has been a pleasure
along side you through this journey.
you to my family for all your support, mom and dad I
se I'll pay back all the money I borrowed.

:Fort Worth, Texas
uate Education: University of North Texas- B.S. in Biology

Matt Hasley, D.O.

I want to thank my family for
supporting me, especially my wife
Ashley. Congratulations and good luc
to all the 2013 graduates!

Hometown: Daphne, Alabama
Undergraduate Education: Spring Hill College- B.S. in Biology

J. Renee Himmelbaum, D.O.
Special thanks to my husband Darren, and my
mother, Carol Smith. They sacrificed more than
I did to support this dream.
Samantha and Sydney; everything we do is for
you. Thank you for my purpose.
Still, I am a sinner, in debt to all of humanity.
There but for the grace of God, go I.
-..v....,.,., ......,wn:

Johns Creek, Georgia
te Education: Georgia Tech- B.S. in Management

Farhan Hooda, D.O.

Hometown: Suwanee, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Emory University- B.S. in Biology

Zehra Hooda, D.O.
The past four years have flown by and it is all thanks to the most important
people in my life. Thank you to my beautiful parents who have sacrificed more
than they should have to help me fulfill my dreams. Thanks for your belief in
me and your unwavering support. Thank you to my brother who I have always
admired and looked up to for help. Thanks for all the encouragement along the
way. Thank you to my incredible friends that I have made in the past 4 years
who have become more like family. Thanks for all the laughs and amazing
memories. I love you all!

_.omeltO\\'n: Suwanee, Georgia
ate Education: Emory University- B.A. in Psychology

Perry Hooper, D.O.
I have been blessed with an outstanding support group that has given me consistent
love during these 4 years of medical school. My mom and dad did not question me
when studying superseded prior commitments and embraced me when time
permitted for family gatherings. I could not be prouder of my two brothers, Thomas
and Davis, who have found beautiful wives and continue to impress me with all
their success. I would like to give special thanks to my grandparents who
perpetually inspire me and remind me of the important things in life. As classmate
True Beck and I start life as husband and wife, we will relate back to the values that
both of our wonderful families have instilled in us. Like my family, the Becks
emphasize quality time and I look forward to spending more with them as True and
I grow together. To the Class of 2013, I enjoyed our "work hard, play hard"
philosophy and will look back on the lifelong, wonderful memories that only true
friends can really have.
Hometown: Montgomery, Alabama
Undergraduate Education: Auburn University- B.S. in Biomedical Sciences

Jessica N. Horne, D.O.

Iwas 10 years old the day I came home from school and told my mom that I
wanted to be a doctor. Now, I've become one. It has been one heck of a
rollercoaster ride, but one that I wouldn't change in any way, shape, or form.
I've made some of the best friends a girl could ask for, and have learned some
of life's hardest lessons along the way. The laughter, the tears, the frustration,
and the complete exhaustion have all been worth it now that I'm standing on the
other side. I would just like to say thank you to all of my family and friends.
This journey would not have been possible without your love, support, and
prayer throughout the years. I love you all so very much! --Jess

-.lVUl~VL-vwn:

Wilmington, North Carolina
graduate Education: Meredith College, Raleigh, NC- B.S. in Biology
C Wilmington- Post-baccalaureate Certificate in Gerontology

"There's always gonna be another mountain,
I'm always gonna want to make it move.
Always gonna be an uphill battle,
Sometimes I'm gonna have to lose.
Ain't about how fast I get there,
Ain't about what's waiting on the other side-it's the climb!"
-Miley Cyrus, "The Climb"

joy L. Ishii, D.O.

Thank you to my wonderful friends and family who have supported me through the
uphill climb of medical school. Because of your love and encouragement, I feel like
I can move any "mountain" in life! It has been quite a journey to get to this point
and I cannot wait to see what lies ahead.
Dad, Mom, Amy, and Kai: I am everything I am because of you and I will "love you
forever, like you for always ... " Thank you for putting up with me at my worst, and
encouraging me to always do my best.
Erik: I don't know what I'd do without you! You are my rock and my best friend. I
love you more everyday and am so excited about starting our new life together!

Hometown: Johns Creek, Georgia
U
uate Education: University of Geor

Asif Jawaid , D.O.
ver you do, be timeless. Don't ever settle.
't ever merely be products of your surrounding
and environment. If we don't ever get the
ge to go beyond the immediate world
unding you, you never gain the perspective to
a real change in this world. As we gaze
ually at the world, it grows dull in our
ptions. Yet seen from another's vantage point,
if new, it may still take the breath away. And that
made all the difference.

: Nashville, Tennessee
uate Education: University of Tennessee Knoxville- B.S. in Biochemistry and Microbiology

Noora Faiez Kazanji, D.O.
"I can do all things through him who strengthens me."
Philippians 4:13
To my family who has supported me from Day 1, especially my mother Vivyan, my
sister, Randa, my brother Bashar, my loving and strong-willed Nana Salwa and to
my father, Faiez, who took courageous steps in bringing us to this country. Thank
you for your unconditional love and support. To the friendships I have made during
medical school and for their support and comradery. Special shout out to Khu Boo
and Suma - Egyptian Rat Screw will not be the same without you two. Finally, thank
you to all of my great mentors who challenged me during clerkships and helped me
discover the physician I hope to become in the future.

Hometown: Bloomfield Township, Michigan
Undergraduate Education: University of Michigan- Mathematics

Patrick C. Kindregan, D.O .
..

~~

you to all of my friends and family that have
rted me throughout this journey. To my wife
aghan, without your love and support I would
ve most certainly failed.
........ "L ......

is much more important to know what sort of a
'ent has a disease than what sort of a disease a
'ent has." William Osler

: Cumming, Georgia
uate Education: University of Georgia- BBA in Finance

Francisco Chavarria Kortman, D.O.
Thank you God for giving me the opportunity to learn, the strength to
persevere and the heart to love my wonderful family. I am especially grateful
to my professors/mentors, GA-PCOM, and the United States Navy for giving
me this opportunity and believing in me. I am grateful for a patient and loving
wife, Katie Jean Kortman, and our three children, Caroline Olivia, Amelie
Frances, and Luca Fernando, all born within the time of medical school. You
are the best! I am glad we get to spend eternity together. You will always
remind me of this change in our life. Thanks to my mother, father, abuelo, my
other relatives (and in-laws) for their examples, support, and encouragement. I
pray to be able to contribute more than I have been given.
I have enjoyed the path that led me to where I am now. I look forward to
loving my chosen profession and improving in knowledge, skill, and
compassion-here onward.

Hometown: Marietta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Brigham Young University (Provo, UT)- B.A. in Anthropolo
emphasis, 2007
PCOM- GA Campus- Certificate of Graduate Studies in Biomedical Sciences, 2009

Marsha L. Lachaud, D.O.
you to my family and friends for all of your love and support.
couldn't have done it without you. These past 4 years have flown
so quickly, fortunately during that time I've been taught two very
..... . ""*"....,.t life lessons:
ver you go, no matter what the weather, always bring your
sunshine."- Anthony D'Angelo
when you can, sleep when you can, and don't abuse the
"-Dr. JC "Badass" Brandys

uate Education: Johns Hopkins University- B.S. in Public Health

Juliana Lefebre, D.O.

Medical school has been the best and worst times in my life so far. I have
learned so much about myself, met friends I will have for a lifetime, and now
I'm one step closer to achieving my career goals. I am so thankful for my
extremely loving and supporting family. Thank you Mom, Dad, Jackie, and
Diego for helping me throughout this tough journey I have chosen for myself.
Thank you to my friends and loved ones who have always known I could
achieve anything I set my mind to. I look forward to the next step in my life.
"The only way to do great work is to love what you do. If you haven't found it
yet, keep looking. Don't settle. As with all matters of the heart, you'll know
when you find it."
--Steve Jobs
"Life is too short to wake up with regrets. So love the people who treat you
right. Forget about those who don't. Believe everything happens for a reason.
If you get a chance, take it. If it changes your life, let it. Nobody said life
would be easy, they just promised it would be worth it" -Harvey MacKay

Hometown: Parkland, Florida
Undergraduate Education: University of Central Florida- B.S. in Molecular and Microbiolo

David B. Ling, D.O.

: Edgewater, Florida
of Central Florida- B.S. in Biology

Matthew Lincoln Malone, D.O.

Hey MAAAAAAA
AAAAA!!!!!!!

I 'm A Doctor! !!!!!!!!
Hometown: Tampa, Florida
Undergraduate Education: Florida State University- B.S. in Biology

rou to my wonderful family and friends for their love and support

Laura Abigail McCain, D.O.

. the past several years of this journey to becoming a physician, I could
e done it without you! Most of all, I thank God for the call to be an
1thic physician, his direction and the strength and love He provided me
ay!
my prayer:
0U are the Great Physician! Thank you for the call to share in your
y of healing and help me to remember that I am not the one in control.
grant me love and compassion for my patients, always treating them as I
want my own family treated. Give my hands the skill to diagnose and
ny eyes the clarity to truly see what is happening to my patients, my ears
.lity to hear the whole story, my mind the wisdom and knowledge to
1tand what ails them and how to treat it and my heart the strength to help
1 my patients' burdens. And Lord may I always remember what a
;ge you have given me with entrusting the lives of your children in my
1

: Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria; Duluth, Georgia, USA
graduate Education: Covenant College, Lookout Mtn, Georgia- B.A in Biology

Triona Catherine McKinney, D.O.

Thank you incredible preceptors: Dr. Joel Fine, Dr. Karim Zaman,
Dr. Mathew Fries, Dr. Richard Armond ,Dr. Sarah Hamler, Dr.
Pilcher, Dr. Stephen Templeton, Dr. Amber French, Dr. Michael
Champney, Dr. Allen Lawhead, Dr. Stime, Dr. Deborah Goodrich,
Dr. Elliot Jackson, Dr. Gayle Goldstein, Dr. Myrna Thompson.
Your expertise and contribution to medical students' education is
invaluable.

Hometown: Atlanta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Bard College- B.A

Andrea Pauline Melonakos, D.O.
Life changing and life-affirming is the perfect description of my time in Georgia. I could not have done it
without crazy determination, a lot of blood, sweat, tears, highlighters, love, laughing, Kashi and help
from the best cheerleaders a girl could ask for. I did it! My parents who are my hero's your positive
beliefs in me are so strong that they bested my undesirable doubts. You sat with me through my struggles,
and now you get to stand with me through my success! I am graduating today because I had the love,
strength, and encouragement of my family, best friends, as well as Patience and Tamara from Ga-PCOM,
as well as my sister's devotion to daily uplifting hilarious photos of my nephew Nicholas when I was so
far away .. . and deep in the library. WPB girls <3 .. Mahar for showing me it was worth being patient.
Regardless of how much I grew while in medical school, I whole-heartedly choose to remain a kid
forever as a Pediatrician. After dreaming of this day for so very long, I CAN totally believe that it's here!
" I have witnessed the softening of the hardest of hearts by a simple smile".
- Goldie Hawn

Hometown: Monroe, Michigan
graduate Education: Michigan State University- B.S. in Chemistry

Lisa Miyatake, D.O.

To GA-PCOM 2013:
We did it!
I am so proud that we survived, we finished, we concurred! And now onto the
real reason that we started this journey in the first place ... to do good in the
world and practice medicine in our chosen fields. WOOHOO ... here's to the
rest of our lives in medicine. You are amazing people and I feel privileged to
have made it through the (medical) trenches with you.
To my family and friends:
Thank you!
These four years have flown by so quickly. They have been tough and
grueling, happy and rewarding. I would not have been able to do it without
you. Thank you for your love, support and wisdom. Thank you for pushing
me; thank you for putting up with me; thank you for being there through to
the end with me. I am looking forward to residency, knowing that I've made
some lifelong friends who will continue to help me through it. I cherish you. I
thank you. I love you!

Hometown: Marietta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Vanderbilt University- B.S. in Neuroscience

BEST
ofATLANTA

PARTY

Jennifer Marie Moscoso, D.O.

Thank you to my amazing family, friends, and boyfriend for all of
the love and support given to me, inspiring me, listening to me,
loving me unconditionally, giving me strength and teaching me the
tools to become successful in whatever I put my heart into. Thank
you for helping me make my dreams come true!! I love you with all
of my heart.
Love,
Jennifer

Bradenton, Florida
aduate Education: University of Florida- B.S. in Health Education & Behavior

~n,m~1rl"\u''":

Arian J. Moshref, D.O.

Mom, Dad, and Abteen: Thank you for having my
back and always supporting me. I wouldn't be
where I am today without you. Love you!
And to my fellow classmates, best of luck in
residency!

Hometown: Memphis, Tennessee
Undergraduate Education: Rhodes College- B.S. in Biology

Navyata Mruthinti, D.O., MPH

lwould like to thank my parents, sisters, and brother-in-law for their
avering support and love during medical school. I share my
degree and all of my success with them. I have met inspirational
advisors and preceptors along the way who have helped give shape
to the physician I envision becoming. It has been an honor working
with my amazing classmates. I congratulate us all and wish my
class the best of luck in the future!

: Augusta, Georgia
_______ r-l_aduate Education: Emory University- B.S. in Biology and Asian Studies
University- M.P.H in Health Policy and Management

Matthew T. Murray, D.O.

I would like to say thank you, first of all, to my mom and dad.
Your patience and support is the only reason I made it this far. To
my wife, I love you and thank you for always being there for me.
To Holly thanks for being my big sister in every aspect of my life
in the past, present, and future. To my Grandmothers, without your
love I would not be the person I am today. To the rest of my
family thank you and I love you

Hometown: Fairhope, Alabama
Undergraduate Education: University Alabama at Birmingham

Marc W. Nolan, D.O.

want to thank everyone so much for aiding me in achieving my
It all started with my mother and her believing in something
for me and I have been surrounded by those who have loved
encouraged me. My wife Leigh Ann, and the rest of the Curran
Clan, my Dad Dan and all of those who have been a part of this
vor. This truly is a culmination of not just my effort, but of
one who believed in me and who helped me achieve my
dreams. Thank y' all so much.

l . ... .....u ......._,.

: Chandler, Arizona
uate Education: Reed College- B.A. in Biology
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Jacqueline M. O'Kane, D.O.

"You have to take risks. We will only understand
the miracle of life fully when we allow the
unexpected to happen." -Paulo Coelho

Hometown: Marietta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Furman University- B.S. in Psychology
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"Another turning point, a fork stuck in the road
Times grabs you by the wrist, directs you where to go
So make the best of this test and don't ask why
It's not a question, but a lesson learned in time
It's something unpredictable, but in the end is right
I hope you had the time of your life."

Kristie Olds, D.O.

last five years of medical school have taught me so much about medicine, but even
about life. I can't thank the people in my life enough for helping me reach this
Jlll'-'J'lvuv, because truly, I wouldn't have made it alone. My family has always stood beside
picked me up when I fell, and encouraged me every step of the way. Without their love
guidance, who knows where I would be.

the OMM department, words cannot describe the positive impact you have had on my
career. I have the best mentors in the field and have learned more than can ever be
in a textbook. Dr. E., Dr. B., and Stacy, thank you for the endless support, bouts of
and generally being awesome. You all mean more to me than you will ever know.

:Howey in the Hills, Florida
graduate Education: University Central Florida- B.S. in Molecular and Microbiology
I
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Khushbu Patel, D.O.

To my friends: Even though we may not have become friends from day one,
each one of you means the world to me. Through all the hours of studying (or
lack there of-- Foosball will never be the same) we've become very close
friends. Keep in touch!
To my family: I would like this opportunity to thank all of my family
members --parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, brothers, sisters, cousins.
Without each one's unwavering support, I would not be where I am today.
Love you all so much!
To my parents especially: You two have been constant pillars of support,
guidance, and love in my life since the day I was born. Though no amount of
"thank you's" will ever suffice, I want to make sure you know that I am who I
am today because you loved me. You are the best parents in the world. I owe
all my success to you and will continue to strive to make you proud! Thank
you and I love you so much!

Hometown: Gadsden, Alabama
Undergraduate Education: Georgia Institute of Technology- B.S in Biomedical Engineering ....-......- - --=-----,

Sumayya Qadri, D.O.
't think of the things you didn't get after praying. Think of the
tless blessings God gave you without asking."
love of a family is one of life's greatest blessings. Thank you to
parents, Mr. Najeeb & Dr. Yasmeen Qadri, for their endless
, love and support in my journey of becoming a doctor. I am
sed to have such amazing brothers and sisters-in-law who are
s there for me in every step of the way, and two adorable
who keep me going. I am thankful for all the prayers and
gement from my aunts, uncles, and cousins. Every journey
s with a single step. With God's name I begin this journey as a

: Orlando, Florida
graduate Education: University of Central Florida, Orlando Florida- B.S. in Interdisciplinary
es (Biological and Physical Sciences), Minor in Health Sciences

Joseph C. Sarbu, D.O.
Proverbs 17:22 says "A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit
dries up the bones". I thank God for my loving wife who stood by me, and
cheered me on even when my heart wasn't feeling so "cheerful". She has been
and always will be my best friend and companion, and I can't thank her
enough for all of her help and sacrifice these past four years. I also want to
thank my parents and the rest of my family for all of their support and
constant prayer for me in times of need. They deserve an honorary degree for
all the stress they endured alongside me, throughout my difficult studies. It
has not been easy, but I thank God for family and friends he has placed in my
life who have helped through the tough times and have always been there for
me. Thank you all and God bless!

Hometown: Aurora, Illinois
Undergraduate Education: Trinity International University- B.A. in Biology
Trinity International University- M.A. in Bioethics

Ryan Elizabeth Sensecqua, D.O.

are many people who have supported me through this long journey.
with many ups and downs, it is with the love and support of my family
friends that I have reached this moment. Thank you to the two best study
and best friends, Crystal and Amy. Thank you to my parents for always
Jlauengu1g me and encouraging me to challenge myself. Thank you to my
members who are no longer with me. With your love and guidance
over me, I am able to accomplish anything.

town: Fort Myers, Florida
uate Education: St. Mary's College of California B.S.
~...., ~..., ·a College of Osteopathic Medicine M.S.
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Cassandra K. Shinkle, D.O.
Wow! What an amazing four years it has been! He IS faithful to complete a good work He has
begun; my crossing this graduation stage is testimony to that.

Thank you, everyone for your support, your honesty and your encouragement. Thank you, mom an
dad, for always believing in me, that I may fulfill my childhood dream. Thank you, Sean, for
existing on the back burner; I know that kind of patience is not easy. Thank you, Amber and Sheen
my two best friends, you never allowed me to accept less than my best. Thank you, Houston, for
helping me to keep it all in perspective and laugh at the idiocy of so many no-win situations. David
Terra, Daniel, Leora, Dean and Laura, you are the best brother, sister-in-law, nieces and nephews a
woman could ever hope for; I'm proud of each of you. Aunt Kathleen, thank you for keeping my
beacon on the horizon and always being available to quell my panics. Anne, put that away! How
unladylike.
If I had to nail down one take-away point during my development into a physician, it would be
truth: labs, Powerpoint lectures, test scores, board scores, OMM practicals and standardized
are all necessary stepping stones but they do NOT make good physicians. Dr. Ehrenfeuchter, Dr.
Berkowitz, Dr. Cone, Dr. Berry, Dr. Naqvi, Dr. Brown-Gullatt, Hannah Coyle, Mary Hart, Wayne
Gallops and Alexandra, it is because of each of you that I have attained a deeper appreciation for
people who rely on me for guidance about their own health. Because of each of you every patient
will always be a person to me. Thank you.

Hometown: Jacksonville, Florida
Undergraduate Education: University of North Florida- B.A. in Psychology Major, Biology Minor
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine- Geor ia C
s- Biomedical Sciences Certificate

Sagarika Sinha, D.O.
o accomplish great things, we must not only act,
t also dream; not only plan, but also believe."
- By Anatole France
you to my family for your support, dear
nds for the wonderful memories, and the PCOM
ulty for making this day possible.

.&>. . . . . ,.... ,..

__............'"'wn: Daphne, Alabama
te Education: Louisiana State University- B.S.

Abha Soni, D.O.

"Only as high as I reach can I grow,
Only as far as I seek can I go,
Only as deep as I look can I see,
Only as much as I dream can I be."
-Karen Ravn

Hometown: Madison, Alabama
Undergraduate Education: Birmingham Southern College- B.S. in Biology
University of Alabama in Birmingham- M.P.H. in Epidemiology

R. Dallin Thomas, D.O.
The problem with my writing is that rarely, the words that are on the page
reflect the feelings or emotions they were meant to convey. Having said this, I
hope those to whom this message is written, will not feel the sometimes
triteness of the phrase, "Thank You." I hope instead you will reflect on the
emotions and memories we've shared over the last four very difficult and trying
years and feel what I want "Thank You" to mean. Thank you to my eternal
companion Michelle for your support and love. Our marriage was never a
burden to me during school, it was a refuge from stress of this path. Thank You
to my little girls who remind me why I'm doing this. Thank You to my parents
who gave me everything they had so I could succeed. Thank You to my
brother, sisters, the Louis, Jambor, and Tanner families for your support,
prayers, and faith. Thank You to my classmates, Columbian and all, your
friendship will always be valuable to me. God bless all of you to whom I owe
many thanks, may you find the success and happiness you deserve.

Hometown: Hines Oregon
Undergraduate Education: BYU Idaho- B.S. in Health Sciences
University- M.P.H. in Public Health

Crystal C. Tidwell, D.O.

My Family- Thank you for putting up with me these last few years. You were
my soundboard through the ups and downs of medical school and I can't say
thank you enough. Plus, there is nothing better than getting a care package
from your Mom. "Yes Mom, I'm eating and drinking, no I have not seen the
sun" I am so thankful for all of your support and I love you so much!
Ryan, Amy and Serennah- I don't even know where to start. How could I
have survived these last few years without you??? Wine night and cupcakes!
You girls mean the absolute world to me and I thank God that we were all put
together. I miss y' all already. I love you more than you know!
My Hubby- Most of all, I could not have done any of this without you.
Medical school would not have been the same if it wasn't for all the early
morning Jimmy Buffett jam fests and Einsteins power bagels. You kept me
laughing all the way through. Our first four years of marriage, despite being in
medical school, was more than I ever could have imagined. I love you so

Hometown: Huntsville, Alabama
Undergraduate Education: University of South Alabama- B.A. in Psychology

Rafaela Toniolo, D.O.
Here is a question I get often: What is medical school like? Well, it's
definitely a journey towards self discovery. It's being pushed to your limits and
it's learning from your mistakes in hopes to help others. Will Durant sums it up
for me, "Education is a progressive discovery of our own ignorance" in which
humility in the continuous search toward self improvement and education is a
virtue.
It's so exciting to finally close this chapter in my life and to enter yet
another. I am so proud to graduate with this class and I am sure many will go
onto become amazing osteopathic physicians! ! I want to take this time to thank
my family, friends , fiancee , Tiger and God for being there for me every step of
the way. I couldn't do it without you guys!!
Here is a quote I hold dear: "If you judge people, you have no time to love
them." -Mother Teresa- Cheers everyone and congratulations!!! (:

Jeff D. Trawick, D.O.
I thank God for all He has done for me and my family as we have navigated
through medical school. Without His grace and provision, becoming a
physician would have remained only a dream. Words cannot express the
appreciation and love I have for my wife, Amy, who has been the "wind
beneath my wings" for all of our twenty-eight years together. Her love and
support are truly priceless. My children, Elizabeth and Nathaniel are my
greatest cheerleaders, and have been most understanding of a sometimes
absentee father. No one could ask for greater kids than you; I love you both
more than I can say. Friends and relatives have constantly offered their
prayers and encouragement for which I am sincerely grateful. Finally, I am
thankful for the best classmates anyone could desire. I will always cherish
you and hope to work with you in the future. Always remember the words that
prompted my application to medical school: "Don't ask what the world needs.
Ask what makes you come alive and go do it. Because what the world needs
is people who have come alive." (Howard Thurman) May God bless you as
you pursue what makes you come alive!

Hometown: Bay Minette, Alabama
Undergraduate Education: University of Alabama- B.S.

John R. Wall Ill,
Thank you to all of my friends and family that have
given me so many great memories over the past 4
years. I am blessed to have you in my life and I hope
there are many more memories to come in the future.
"If you're not having fun, you're doing it wrong!"

Hometown: Gainsville, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: University of Georgia- B.S. in Biology

D.q.

Brooks Wright, D.O.

I would like to take the time to thank my family and friends who
helped me achieve this incredible accomplishment. I would not
have fulfilled my goals if it were not for my friends along the
way, I think you know who you are. The support that my Dad,
Mom, Melissa, brothers, and grandparents gave me throughout
my hardships in medical school was always available and
greatly appreciated.

Hometown: Apopka, Florida
Undergraduate Education: Florida Stat University- B.S. in Exercise Physiology

Jennifer A. Zimmerman, D.O.
"The only medicine for suffering, crime, and all other woes of mankind, is
wisdom. Teach a man to read and write, and you have put into his hands the
great keys of the wisdom box. But it is quite another thing to open the box."
-Thomas Huxley
To claim sole ownership of my accomplishments would be hubris. To Mom,
Dad, Sis, Judy, Mike, Nick, Seth, Starr, and everyone else not specifically
named who helped me along the way, thank you. To Mom, Dad, and Sis, thank
you especially for ensuring that the great keys were placed in my hands.
Seth, expressing love and gratitude can be done in a simple gesture, but
communicating the love and gratitude I possess for you in their entirety is
impossible. All these years you've willingly and lovingly applied your medicine
to my many, various woes. Old Sage, you are always my rock. Simply and
impossibly, I love you. Thank you for helping me in opening the box.

Hometown: Bainbridge, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Mercer University- B.A. in Christianity
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